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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by "Using 
Microsoft Word 97" (Camarda). 

In regards to claim 1 , Camarda teaches a method for viewing changes to a 
shared document in one object comprising the steps of: opening said shared document 
by a first particular user (i.e. "retrieve and open any saved document", Page 39); 
viewing an original version of said shared document with one or more onscreen 
symbols indicating one or more users who have saved changes to said original version 
of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657, the user then can turn on and off 
the changes made by others); selecting a particular on-screen symbol associated with 
one of said first and second particular user (i.e. "specify the color [symbol] a reviewer 
will always use", Page 658); and viewing at least a section of said original version of 
said shared document with highlighted changes in one object (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 
657), wherein said highlighted changes indicate changes made by one of said first and 
said second particular user with respect to said original version of said shared 
document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657). 
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In regards to claim 2, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the steps of 
entering a user identification associated with said first particular user; and determining 
whether said first particular user has permission to open said shared document based 
on said user identification associated with said first particular user (i.e. "Protecting a 
Document for Tracked Changes" Page 660). 

In regards to claim 3, Camarda teaches a method wherein upon selecting said 
particular onscreen symbol associated with one of said first and said second particular 
user a menu is displayed with a list of one or more versions of said shared document 
authored by said first or said second particular user (i.e. Figure 23.21 Page 666). 

In regards to claim 4, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said one or more versions of said shared document (i.e. "To open any 
version, select it and click Open", Page 666). 

In regards to claim 5, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of: 
editing said original version of said shared document (i.e. "edit a document normally", 
Page 656). 

In regards to claim 6, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of: 
determining whether said first particular user has an on-screen symbol associated with 
said first particular user indicating that said first particular user has edited said shared 
document (i.e. Figure 23.17 "If you hover your mouse pointer above a tracked change, 
Word displays a ScreenTip containing the reviewer's name and whether the change 
consists of an insertion or a deletion" Page 663). 
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In regards to claim 7, Camarda teaches a method wherein if there is no 
on-screen symbol associated with said first particular user then the method further 
comprises the step of: creating an on-screen symbol associated with said first particular 
user (i.e. "permanently assign colors to individual members of your team", Page 659). 

In regards to claim 8, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of: 
saving changes made to said original version of said shared document in a particular 
file associated with said first particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.19 and 23.20 Page 665). 

In regards to claim 9, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of: 
saving changes made to said original version of said shared document in a particular 
file associated with said first particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.19 and 23.20 Page 665). 

In regards to claim 10, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: editing said selected version of said shared document (i.e. "When you open an older 
version of a file, Word displays the document in a separate editing window" Page 666). 

In regards to claim 11, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: determining whether said first particular user has an on-screen symbol associated 
with said first particular user indicating that said first particular user has edited said 
shared document, (i.e. Figure 23.17 "If you hover your mouse pointer above a tracked 
change, Word displays a ScreenTip containing the reviewer's name and whether the 
change consists of an insertion or a deletion" Page 663). 

In regards to claim 12, Camarda teaches a method wherein if there is no 
on-screen symbol associated with said first particular user then the method further 
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comprises the step of: creating an on-screen symbol association with said first particular 
user. (i.e. "permanently assign colors to individual members of your team", Page 659). 

In regards to claim 13, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: saving changes made to said original version of said shared document based on 
changes made to said selected version in a particular file associated with said first 
particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.19 and 23.20 Page 665) 

In regards to claim 14, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: saving changes made to said original version of said shared document based on 
changes made to said selected version in a particular file associated with said first 
particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.19 and 23.20 Page 665) 

In regards to claim 15, Camarda teaches a method for viewing changes to a 
shared document in one object comprising the steps of opening said shared document 
by a first particular user (i.e. "retrieve and open, any saved document", Page 39); 
viewing an original version of said shared document with one or more onscreen 
symbols indicating one or more users who have saved changes to said original version 
of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657, the user then can turn on and off 
the changes made by others); selecting a particular on-screen symbol associated with 
one of said first and a second particular user (i.e. "specify the color [i.e. symbol] a 
reviewer will always use", Page 658), wherein upon selecting said particular on-screen 
symbol associated with one of said first and said second particular user a menu 
appears with a list of one or more versions of said shared document authored by said 
first or said second particular user (i.e. Figure 23.21 Page 666); selecting one of said 
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one or more versions of said shared document (i.e. "To open any version, select it and 
click Open", Page 666); and viewing at least a section of said original version of said 
shared document with a corresponding section of said selected version in one object, 
wherein said original version of said shared document comprises highlighted changes, 
wherein said highlighted changes indicate changes made by one of said first and said 
second particular user with respect to said original version of said shared document in 
said selected version of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657). 

In regards to claim 16, Camarda teaches a method for viewing changes to a 
shared document in one object comprising the steps of: opening said shared document 
by a first particular user (i.e. "retrieve and open any saved document", Page 39); 
viewing an original version of said shared document with one or more onscreen 
symbols indicating one or more users who have saved changes to said original version 
of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657, the user then can turn on and off 
the changes made by others); selecting a particular on-screen symbol associated with 
one of said first and a second particular user (i.e. "specify the color [i.e. symbol] a 
reviewer will always use", Page 658), wherein upon selecting said particular on-screen 
symbol associated with one of said first and said second particular user a menu 
appears with a list of one or more versions of said shared document authored by said 
first or said second particular user (i.e. Figure 23.21 Page 666); selecting one of said 
one or more versions of said shared document (i.e. "To open any version, select it and 
click Open", Page 666); and viewing at least a section of said original version of said 
shared document with highlighted words in said original version indicating words that 
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were changed in said original version of said shared document in one object (i.e. Figure 
23.12 Page 657). 

In regards to claim 17, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: selecting said highlighted words to view changes made to said highlighted words in 
said selected version of said shared document (i.e. Figure 23.17, Page 663). 

Claim 18 is in the same context as claim 1; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 19 is in the same context as claim 3; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 20 is in the same context as claim 4; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 21 is in the same context as claim 5; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 22 is in the same context as claim 9; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 23 is in the same context as claim 15; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 24 is in the same context as claim 16; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 25 is in the same context as claim 17; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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Claim 26 is in the same context as claim 1 except that it includes a processor, 
memory and a bus. Since those hardware pieces are inherent in modern computer 
systems, claim 26 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1. 

Claim 27 is in the same context as claim 3; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 28 is in the same context as claim 4; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 29 is in the same context as claim 5; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 30 is in the same context as claim 9; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim 31 is in the same context as claim 15 except that it includes a processor, 
memory and a bus. Since those hardware pieces are inherent in modern computer 
systems, claim 31 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 15. 

Claim 32 is in the same context as claim 16 except that it includes a processor, 
memory and a bus. Since those hardware pieces are inherent in modern computer 
systems, claim 31 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 16. 

Claim 33 is in the same context as claim 17; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

In regards to claim 34, Camarda teaches a method for displaying a document, 
wherein said document being accessed and changed by a plurality of users, said 
method comprising the steps of: assigning an indicator to a particular user of said 
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plurality of users when said particular user made changes to said document (i.e. 
"specify the color [i.e. symbol] a reviewer will always use", Page 658); and displaying 
said document with said indicator (i.e. Figure 23.17, Page 663). 

In regards to claim 35, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
associating changes made by said particular user with said indicator (i.e. "Identify the 
change, by hovering the mouse pointer above it" Page 663). 

In regards to claim 36, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step 
of: selecting said indicator associated with said particular user, wherein upon selecting 
said indicator a menu is displayed with a list of one or more versions of said document 
authored by said particular user. (i.e. Figure 23.17 Page 663, when the user hovers 
over the changed text, a tool tip [or menu] comes up with when those changes where 
saved [or version].) 

In regards to claim 37, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
selecting one of said one or more versions of said document authored by said particular 
user. (i.e. "To open any version, select it and click Open", Page 666). 

In regards to claim 38, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
viewing at least a section of an original version of said document with a corresponding 
section of said selected version of said document in one object, wherein said original 
version of said document comprises highlighted changes, wherein said highlighted 
changes indicate changes made by said particular user with respect to said original 
version of said document in said selected version of said document, (i.e. Figure 23.12 
Page 657). 
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In regards to claim 39, Camarda teaches a method further comprising the step of 
viewing at least a section of an original version of said document with highlighted 
changes in one object, wherein said highlighted changes indicate changes made by 
said particular user with respect to said original version of said document in said 
selected version of said document, (i.e. Figure 23.12 Page 657). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
5796396 Rich 

Teaches how multiple users are able to interact with one application 

concurrently. 

6654032 Hug et al. 

Teaches a version management system where users can save and 
retrieve different versions of word possessing documents. 
5806078 Zhu et al. 

Teaches a method for sharing documents over a network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Boris Pesin whose telephone number is (703) 305-8774. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday with the exception of every 
other Friday. 



Conclusion 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KRISTINE KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



